
Introductory General Physics 
(Physics 111) 

 
 
Professor: Dr. Gagik Gavalian 
 
Office: Room 215 
 Physics/Oceanography Building 
 
Phone: 683-5806 
Email: gavalian@physics.odu.edu 
 
Web Site: http://www.physics.odu.edu/~gavalian/PHYS111_07 
 
Office Hours: Mondays 1 Ð 2 pm in the Physics Learning Center (OCNPS 142)   
 By appointment 
 
Texts: College Physics, Vol. 1, 8th Edition, by Young & Geller (required) 
 Physics 111 Laboratory Manual (required) 
 Mastering Physics Student Access Kit (free with purchase of new book) 
  
Lectures: Room 200, Physics/ Oceanography Building 
 MWF:  11:00 a.m. Ð 11:50 a.m. 
 
Course Grade: Tests (two at 15% each) 30% 
 Homework Assignments 20% 
 Lab 20% 
 Final Examination 30% 
  
Note:  One must receive a passing grade in the laboratory in order to pass the 

course. 
 
Final Exam: Room 200, Physics/Oceanography Building 
 To be announced 
  
 
Tests 
 Two 60-minute tests will be given.  The tentative dates (subject to change) for the 
tests are October 5 and November 9.  Each test will be closed book.  You will be allowed 
to use a calculator and your own formula sheet on both sides of one piece of paper (8½” 
× 11”).  You must turn in your formula sheet at the end of the test.  If you have to miss a 
test, you must contact me as soon as possible (i.e., before the test, if possible).  A grade of 
zero will be assigned unless you have a very good excuse for missing the test.  If you do 
have an acceptable excuse (including a doctor’s note in case of illness), your grade for the 



missed test will be the grade you receive on the final examination.  Note that no make-
up tests will be given. 
 
University Honor Code 
 You are expected to conform to the University Honor Code in all aspects of your 
conduct in this course. 
 
Weekly Homework 
 Assignments will usually be available on Monday and due the following Sunday at 
10 p.m.  Due dates are subject to change depending on what material is covered in class 
each week.  The homework will consist of problems assigned from the text.  The 
homework must be submitted using the Mastering Physics on-line system (see below). 
 Homework is not a test.  You are encouraged to work together on it and get help.  
However, you are responsible for understanding the physics of each homework problem 
and the method of solution.  You must calculate your own answers. It is cheating to let 
other people do your homework for you.  You are welcome to ask questions in class 
regarding the homework.  If you do not thoroughly understand the solution to each 
homework problem, it is unlikely that you will be able to solve a slightly different 
problem on a test. 
 
Attendance 
 You are advised to consult the Undergraduate Catalog for information concerning 
university policies relating to class attendance.   Attendance in the laboratory is 
mandatory.  Attendance at the lecture is not mandatory, but is advisable for several 
reasons: 

• Physics is best learned when you are exposed to the concepts several times, i.e., by 
reading the book, attending lecture, doing the homework, doing the labs and 
studying for the tests. 

• Material that is not in the book may be presented in class. 
• There will be demonstrations as part of the lecture (the results of which may show 

up on tests). 
• There will be graded quizzes. 
• Test dates will be announced in class. 
• Homework problems may be discussed in class. 

 
Laboratory (OCNPS 140) 
 You must be enrolled in one of the laboratory sections associated with this course.  
The first laboratory session will be held during the week of January 22.  A permanent 
change from one laboratory section to another requires that a drop-add form be processed 
through the ODU registrar.  
 Attendance is required in the laboratory part of this course.  Any student with 
more than one absence in the laboratory will fail the laboratory and thus the course.  If 
you have to miss a lab, you may attend a different laboratory session during the same 
week if you obtain permission from the lab instructor in the session you would like to 
attend.  Be sure to get that lab instructor to sign your data sheet, which you should 
append to your lab report.  You must then hand in your lab report on time to your regular 



instructor. A satisfactory lab report must be turned in to get credit for attendance at 
the lab. 
 You must bring your laboratory manual with you to the lab.  It is very important 
that you read the lab before you come to class and bring any other items that you will 
need.  Graph paper will not be provided so you must bring that with you if the lab 
requires it.  The lab instructor will discuss the appropriate format for the lab reports and 
the grading procedure.   
 It is important that you arrive at your lab on time.  The lab instructor will introduce 
the lab and discuss safety issues at the beginning of the laboratory session.  If you are 
late, the lab instructor has the authority to deny you admission to the lab and you will be 
counted as absent. 
  
Mastering Physics 
 All assignment answers must be submitted electronically using Mastering Physics.  
You must have the Student Access Kit, which comes with the new textbook. Please 
register (free) according to the packet instructions at www.masteringphysics.com. If you 
purchased a used textbook you may purchase online access with a credit card. You must 
add yourself to the class list for this course using the code, MPGAVAL0001, which will 
allow you to do the required assignments and many optional tutorials. At some stage 
before your first assignment, you should complete the test assignment to learn the 
Mastering Physics system, which has many powerful tools to help you learn. Note that 
assignments may have randomized numbers in the problem.  However, once you access 
your assignment, the numbers provided for each problem will remain the same.  
Assignment solutions will be posted (location to be determined) soon after the 
assignment is due.  Computer labs on campus (including in the Physics Learning Center, 
see below) have Internet access and may be used for assignment answer submission. 
 
 

Physics Learning Center 
 
 The Physics Learning Center, located in room 142 OCNPS, is a place where students 
can get together to work on their homework and get assistance, if needed, from physics 
faculty and grad students. No appointment is necessary! Students in any introductory 
class are encouraged to drop by the Learning Center for help on homework, lab, lecture, 
other course material, or just for a place to work while in the physics building.  
 The Physics Learning Center will be open all week during normal business hours.  A 
physics staff member will be on duty to help students approximately 20 hours per week.  
A detailed staffing schedule will be posted on the door to Room 142 and on the web at 
http://sci.odu.edu/physics/resources/learning_center.shtml 
 Students are encouraged to use the room to work together on their assignments, even 
when a physics staff member is not available for tutoring.  Note:  The Physics Learning 
Center will be staffed starting the second week of classes.  It will be staffed until the end 
of regular classes on Dec 17, 2007. 
 
 


